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Delegates from overseas and interstate,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The terrible events of September 11 and the subsequent war on terror has changed dramatically the world we live in and has presented a new set of challenges particularly for the Sikhs in Australia and the world around. Sikhs in UK have experienced violence and the Sikhs in Australia have experienced socially biased abuses and harassments. The first racially motivated murder following 9/11, sadly in the USA was a Sikh. Following Sept 11 at the direction of Premier Bob Car we set up a special hotline, and a few days the establishment of that hot line one of our news paper published a photograph of a person who was a Sikh wearing a turban and the caption was “9/11 first arrest”, and the same night I got a call informing me of three four vicious attacks on the Sikhs, and it was a shock to me as I thought we were beyond that. It also illustrates how fragile any society is and easy it is to stir up emotions of hatred particularly when those emotions of hatred are directed toward a religion. It was all due to lack of understanding of the Sikh religious symbols. New South Government has and will continue its commitment to support the Sikh community to meet the challenges. 

Community Harmony Reference Group was set up in 2002 and 2003 and members of different ethnic community groups and individuals were invited to join to deal with such incidences. We also had senior representatives New South Wales Government Agencies. A major outcome of this Community Harmony Reference Group was a “crises management plan” which detailed the process and procedures to be followed in the event of any incident locally or overseas, which may impact on community relation. To my knowledge this is the only such which emergency plan which exists here in N.S.W and nowhere else in the world and I encourage the Sikh community members who experience any harassment or racial abuse to report to the Commission by ringing 1800 804 141 or e-mail at help@crc.gov.au.  We were very particular to ensure that there was complete anonymity that people could ring up without giving their identity. We have very well established protocols and procedures in place, which are ready to deal with any such racial or religious abuse or harassment in public as well as in schools. It is important to have a Council like the one you have to deal with such unfortunate circumstances. I just want to take this opportunity to congratulate the Sikh Council Of Australia; it has been an excellent initiative. 

Sikhs are very enterprising people, in Coffs Harbour, I often go there and all but three-banana plantations are owned by the Sikhs and from the workers the Sikhs have become the owners. 

There is a positive contribution of the Sikhs to the economy of Australia, which has to be acknowledged. But it is also important to have a Council like the one you have, the Sikh Council Of Australia to deal with the unfortunate circumstances. I congratulate the Sikh Council Of Australia for establishing itself in the first place and putting the map of New South Wales on the map internationally with the Sikh world community by hosting the First World Sikh Conference here in New South Wales. We are very proud of the achievements of the Sikh Council. 

“I want to say in conclusion that the fundamental values of equality, charity and compassion are very much similar to the fundamental principles of multiculturalism, accepting the diversity and respecting the diversity of each other, So Sikh is at home in multi-culture in New South Wales and I wish you a very productive and successful conference”.  

Thank you.

