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Mr Ajmer Singh Gill, President, President, Sikh Council of Australia, distinguished guests, Brothers & Sisters. The purpose of any call for Interfaith Harmony (which is the title of this session) or Unity of Faiths is not to enjoin the formation of one religion but to urge man to raise himself to a level of consciousness where he begins to see the Unity, the common links and the common teachings that bind all religions like the “invisible” thread that holds together a garland of diverse flowers. The greatest role of a religion or that a spiritual master can play is the transformation of man – from someone heading headlong after the material and sensual pleasures the world has to offer, to someone whose love for God, and respect for the teachings of his own religion and the religions of others, transcend the barrier of religions, to accept all at the higher level of spirituality and values. By converting the love for material things into Love of God one experiences the Divine. This session, I believe, has been convened so that we may acquire this high and sacred ideals which will elevate us. It is intended to reveal the essential truth that underlies all scriptures  and to strive for the harmony and welfare of all people. We hope to learn to understand and hold in respect that which is holy to each and to promote through that understanding and respect, a caring society the members of which selflessly serve all in need. 

The founder of the Sathya Sai Organisation, Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba teaches that man’s basic nature is divine and that the purpose of life is the realisation of that divinity. This will occur, he says, through leading a moral life, rendering selfless service to those in need and developing love and respect for all life. Sai re-emphasises principles that form the foundation of the world’s major religions: Truth, Right Conduct, Peace, Love and Non-violence. He encourages all to practice these human values in their daily lives, and sets an inspiring example in the way he leads his own life. It was interesting to note the similarity with the teachings of Guru Nanak when Guruji, in deep meditation, received the divine command to “set forth and teach men the Path of Love and Tolerance”.

All religions in the world are different pathways, different approaches to God. The aim of all of them is to link up and restore affinity between ourselves and God. For this purpose, all religions prescribe disciplines which will help to restrain our passions, purify and refine our impulses and instincts, and direct the faculty of our reason on the Godward path and on paths beneficial to ourselves and to society at large. The mind, which is the breeding ground for selfishness, desires, attachments and ambitions, has to be cleansed and properly oriented. Religion thus is meant to straighten and strengthen the mind and to illumine the intellect.Therefore, we should treat all religions as friendly partners in the supreme task of nourishing the moral and spiritual life of mankind. When the different religions begin to fertilise one another, they will be supplying the soul which this world is seeking. Let us all seek unity of hearts, in which all the religions find concord, harmony, unity and oneness.

Our coming together today demonstrates that we acknowledge the existence of a sphere of spiritual common ground and a move towards inter-faith harmony. Needless to say, no matter how many parallels we draw regarding Unity of Faiths, there will always be those who will never be able to perceive the underlying Unity, who will always tend to exacerbate and accentuate the differences. Only those who have placed themselves in a “spiritual helicopter” as it were, and have surveyed the terrain below will realise that all the diverse roads lead to the same destination. Like many rivers flowing into the one ocean, the Ocean of Love. And Love is God.

A practical way we can demonstrate this interfaith harmony, is through community service and I find the youth, with their exposure to multiculturalism in schools and universities, are the best ambassadors. Consider, if you will, Sikh, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist and Christian youths all joining hands painting a peace mural on an allocated public wall, like the one near Auburn Station in Sydney.This is spirituality in action and will go a long way towards promoting interfaith harmony and tolerance in Australia.

My best wishes to the Sikh Council of Australia and looking around at the delegates at this conference, I am sure it will be an enlightening and successful one.

Thank you and God Bless.
