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UNIVERSALISM IN GURU GRANTH SAHIB

GURU GRANTH SAHIB is the holy Scripture of the Sikhs, but its appeal is to the whole of the mankind.  GURU GRANTH SAHIB encompasses the every part of humanity.  It projects the MAN, who is the measure of all things.  Its vision is splendid and vast, which focuses on the basic inherent characteristic attributes of man: his ego, tensions, fears, frustrations, anxieties, prejudices, temptations and even aspirations.  It also prescribes a panacea for all the ills of man both physical and mental.  Its appeal is ecumenical: everybody irrespective of caste, creed, religion, race, gender, and region is welcome.  GURU GRANTH SAHIB is a major repository of spiritual thought.  It enshrines the richest spiritual experience of humanity.  It has a vast humanitarian doctrine based on truth, compassion and social justice.  It has the pursuit of excellence in its content and form. It is a Granth par excellence in aesthetics.  It eulogizes the vision of the cosmic order and exhortation to the higher values of life.  It sings the uttering of the God-inspired men, who have expressed the Devine Word in a spirit of deep humility and compassion for humanity.  It is the repository of the Devine Word (Shabad, Nam, Logos), which lifts the man from his daily routine to the higher planes of spiritualism.  Its appeal is twofold: it liberates the man from his material bindings and gives him freedom, liberation (Mukti, Moksha).  It serves as a remedial manual for the ills of mankind.  It seeks a way out of his mundane, humdrum existence to a spiritual outlook.

GURU GRANTH SAHIB contains the exuberances of the highly divine poets of their spiritual experiences in the languages of common people, who were debarred from the access to the pantheons, because of religious bigotry. It gives a new hope to the socially outcast.  The mission of the Gurus was to raise the mankind from its condemnation of sin and crime to the ethical values.

The basic ideology enshrined in its Fundamental Creed (Mul Mantra) is absolute Monotheism; which says:
He is the Sole Supreme Being; of eternal manifestation;


Creator, Immanent Reality; Without Fear;


Without Rancor; Timeless Form; Un-incarnated;


Self-Existent; Realized by grace of the holy Preceptor.

SGGS P1

The Monotheistic meanings of the Fundamental Creed are crystal-clear. It is an epitome of GURU GRANTH SAHIB. It conceptualizes the main doctrines of SIKHISM, which asserts that God is without rancor.  It differs from Christianity:

“You should not bow down to them or worship them: 
for I, the 

LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the 

sin of their fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who 

hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who 

love me and keep my Commandments.” 
EXODUS 20:4 The Holy Bible P5

But GURU GRANTH SAHIB says that God is all love and He forgives the sinners:


The Devine Master His servants has succored


The Master compassionate, forgiving, to His bosom


Has clasped them, and all their sufferings effaced. (Pause) 
SGGS P681

GURU GRANTH SAHIB says that every one has been created by God, all men are from one Creator, whole of the universe is case from one dye, let there should be no delusions about it, the Creator is in the creation and the creation is in the Creator.  God is immanent:


God first created Light; all else to His might subject.


Since from one Light is the whole world created – who is noble, who inferior? (I)


Forks, Brethren! Be not lost in illusion.


The Creator is in the creation; in the creation abides the Creator, 

Pervasive everywhere. (I - Pause)


SGGS P1349-50


God is our Father and we are all His children:


The One God is our only Father,


We are all children of that One Father.



SGGS P611

GURU GRANTH SAHIB preaches ecumenism that all belong to the Devine Commonwealth, none is debarred from it:


In Thee are all sharers: to none dost Thou appear alien.
SGGS P 97

GURU GRANTH SAHIB publicizes harmonious living and good neighborly relationships:



Neither is any my for, nor I enemy of any,


Within my self has the Supreme Being spread



His visible expanse.


Of this from the holy Preceptor have we got realization. (2)


All have I made my loving friends; friend of all am I grown.
SGGS P671



None now is our foe not a stranger – 


With all are we in accord (1)




SGGS P1299

GURU GRANTH SAHIB projects the idea of a good state, a welfare state where human rights are preserved and everyone enjoys the fruit of freedom:


Now is the gracious Lord’s ordinance promulgated:


None to another shall cause hurt,


All mankind now in peace shall abide – 


Gentle shall be governance be. (13)



SGGS P74

GURU GRANTH SAHIB advises to serve mankind.  Altruism is one of the basic tenets preached by GURU GRANTH SAHIB:


By devotion in this world,


Shall ye get a place in the Devine Portal.


SGGS P26

GURU GRANTH SAHIB visualizes an ideal state where everybody is free, all are equal, non is harassed, no body can repress others, there is no economic exploitation, there is no political repression and there is no social injustice.  It is a Utopian state. It is based on utilitarianism. Bhakat Ravidas says:



The City Joyful if the name of that city –


Suffering and sorrow abide not there…


SGGS P345

Governments are tyrants.  They violate the Human Rights.  They exploit their citizens:



Rulers are turned beasts of prey, their officers’ hounds;


None do they allow to peace to rest.


The subordinates wound the people with their claws:


You dogs! Lick on the blood and marrow of the poor.

SGGS P1288

Governments start wars to win others. Wars cause great bloodshed; but GURU GRANTH SAHIB condemns such attitude and suggests to enter into direct dialogue with the opponents:



Brethren! All in union meet,


And by absorption in God cast off duality.


SGGS P1185

We should communicate with one another and resolve our differences with dialogue instead of fighting:



As long as we live in this world


We should try to communicate with others,


And listen to them also.




SGGS P661

Aggressors, like Babar, are condemned in Babarvani, it is said:



Babar with the wedding-party of sin from Kabul rushed down,


And forcibly demanded surrender of Indian womanhood.
SGGS P722

The rulers show off their power and repression; but their days are numbered:


No king is great as God;


These monarchs, lasting four days, make false ostentations.
SGGS P856

GURU GRANTH SAHIB preaches egalitarianism.  Casts and classes are obliterated and a classless society is established:



One common spiritual message for Khatris, Brahmins,



Sudras and Vaishas is meant.



SGGS P747

Indians were divided into Hindus and Muslims. Unfortunately, they did not see eye to eye but were always at others throat. GURU GRANTH SAHIB advices its adherents to rise above this divide.


We neither are Hindus nor Musalmans:


Our body and life is Allah-Rama’s



SGGS P1136

This world is not a purgatory of sinners. On seeing the miserable conditions of hiumanity in this world GURU GRANTH SAHIB encourages man to live a full life and be in high spirits (Chardi Kala).  It is metamorphosis:



Gracious, gracious is the Lord;


Ever gracious the Lord.


On all creation boons He confers. (Pause)


Thou creature of God! Why fall into suspense?


The Creator shall, preserve Thee.



SGGS P724

GURU GRANTH SAHIB confer that man’s life is supreme on this planet.  No other form of life can be compatible with human life:



All other species to thee are drawers of water;


On the earth is thy dominance established.


SGGS P374

GURU GRANTH SAHIB suggests that there is no need to go to seclusion for getting liberation, you can get it while doing the duties of household:




Such is the holy Preceptor’s great miracle,

That even living with progeny and wife man the 

Supreme state attains.




SGGS P 661

If a man adopts a lifestyle as proposed by the Sat Guru, he can achieve liberation living a full life:



Saith Nanak: By contact with the Master is the true


Device of living perfected.


In a life of smiling, playfulness, enjoyment of wear and food,


Is attained liberation. (2)




SGGS P 522

GURU GRANTH SAHIB rejects an ascetic life of fasting and self-infliction i.e., Hatha Yoga. GURU GRANTH SAHIB dispels every kind of illusions and unravels the Supreme Reality.  It liberates the mind from every kind of delusions, religious and social bondages. It gives a man his much-sough after freedom:



Shattered is doubt’s egg-shell, and the mind illumined:


The Master, cutting off fetters from our feet, from



Bonds has freed us. (1)


Now is my transmigration ended.


Cooled is the boiling cauldron, as the Master is cooling



Name has granted. (I-Pause)



SGGS P1002

GURU GRANTH SAHIB censures every kind of genocide, violence, Holocaust, terrorism, nuclear wars, which are hanging on the heads of humanity like sword of Damocles cf. Babarvani. 9/11, Belsan, genocide of Sudan, Iraq War, Bali and Jakarta bombings are some incidents in which thousands of innocents have perished.  There seem to be no end of such incidents. God save us!

GURU GRANTH SAHIB has a universal application for mankind.  At the end of GURU GRANTH SAHIB, its compiler, Guru Arjan Dev Ji visualizes its universal aspect in a metaphor of Slaver and heavenly food:



In this Slaver are lying three viands – truth, content




And contemplation.


Also lying in it is Lord’s ambrosial Name,


Sustenance of all existence.


Whoever partakes of it, consumed it,


Saves shall be.






SGGS P 1429
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