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HISTORY OF THE SIKH COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA, INC

Although some Sikh families came to settle in Australia in the late 19th century and most of the other ethnic communities migrated to Australia much later yet we are the most unknown and, more often, misunderstood ethnic community in Australia. This is because Sikh community in Australia did not have any Central Body to look after its interests, raise matters concerning or affecting the community with the appropriate Government authorities when racial discrimination or harassments were directed against the community or one of its members. Various News Papers, in the past, have published derogatory articles against the Sikhs and the Sikh shrines, and portrayed Sikhs as terrorists and extremists in the eyes of the general public. And the electronic media have used insolent remarks against the Sikh religion and we could not do anything because we had no spokes body as such who would challenge such insulting remarks and false allegations. The latest example of this smear campaign against the Sikh community, by the news media, was the publication of the photograph of an innocent Sikh youth by the Daily Telegraph on its front page on 16th September and branding him as a terrorist involved in the attack on the World Trade Centre on 11th September. This not only exposed the community to undue intimidation but blemished our integrity and distorted the image of Sikhism, in the eyes of the other communities and caused a permanent injustice to the whole community.  

Various members of the Sikh Community on individual levels did write to the Newspapers to register their complaints and raised their voices whenever any anti Sikh articles appeared in the media, but it did not carry any weight as it came from individuals. The after effects of the publication of that photograph were horrific and it placed the members of the Sikh community at the receiving end, Sikhs were abused, insulted, branded as terrorists followers of Osama Bin Laden, got beaten up and some houses of the Sikhs were stoned. It all became too much for most of the Sikhs to bear; and it was then decided that we must have a Central Sikh Body. Thus Sikh Council Of Australia Inc, was established on 25th June 2002 mainly to:

· Act as a spokes body of the Sikhs in Australia.

· Safeguard and protect the interests of the Sikh Community, Sikh Religion and its member organizations.

· Represent the Sikh community at all public and private levels, to safeguard its interest and to create awareness of its culture and cultural heritage amongst other ethnic communities. 

We have an identity problem and Sikh conferences such as this one and seminars are the only way to educate and inform the other ethnic community members as to what Sikhism stands for, who we are and why we dress the way we dress.

What the Sikh Council has done for the Sikh Community since its inception

· Harassment of our members by the police 

Mr. Joginder Singh, a baptised Sikh, working as a security officer at a Petrol station at Lithbridge Park Mount Druit was picked up and harassed by the Mount Druit  Police for wearing Kirpan. Sikh Council took up the matter with the Police Minister, commander of the Mount Druit Police Station and Assistance Commissioner Commander Garry Dobson of Education Services Goulburn NSW. As a result the matter was resolved. Assistance Commissioner Commander Garry Dobson of Education Services did a splendid job by making sure that the new graduates were made familiar of the articles of the Sikh fait, and wrote to us, “…I have also caused our Cultural Diversity Team to monitor issue regarding the Sikh community, to ensure that we continue to forge a closer relationship and gain a better understanding of the Sikh ways of life”.

· Discrimination of the Sikh wearing Turban

Some of our members working in the Water Board, Public Work, Electricity and IT were asked to remove their turbans and wear hard hat before going on the construction site, entering a Power Station or entering a workshop. Sikh Council took up the matter with the Work Cover Authority, Anti Discrimination Board and Attorney General of New South Wales, without much success but as a result of our representation the employers stopped enforcing the condition to wear the Hard hat. We are in the process to take up the case to the Human Rights Commission.

· Harassment of our member at New Delhi Airport

Mrs. Mreek Singh Maan and her four children, all holding Australian Passports were not allowed to board the Aircraft and detained at the New Delhi Air Port by the Immigration Officer at Delhi Airport. Mr. Maan reported the matter to the Sikh Council and the Council immediately took up the matter with the local Federal member Hon. Laurie Brereton of the area who took up the matter with the Foreign Office in Canberra who took up the matter with the Australian High Commission in New and Mrs. Mreek Singh Maan along with her children came back to Australia.

Thank you very much.
