Welcome Address by:

Mr Ajmer Singh Gill

The President, The Sikh Council Of Australia Inc

Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa! Waheguru Ji Ki Fateh!!

· Ms Tanya Plibersek MP, Member for Sydney representing Mr. Mark Latham, Leader of the Opposition, 

· Mr. Stepan Kerkyasharian A.M, Chairperson of the Community Relations Commission and President of the Anti-Discrimination Board representing the NSW Government, 

· Mr. Madhusudan Ganapathi, Council-General of India in Sydney, 

· Mr. Garry Dobson, Assistant Commissioner Of Police, New South Wales, 

· Ms. Jessie Kaur Singh from Adelaide representing Multi Faith Australia and Akal Purk Ki Fauj, 

· Mr. Graeme Lyall of the Buddhist Council of New South Wales, 

· Mr. Krishnan Nair Deputy Central Coordinator of the Sathya Sai Organisation of Australia and Papua New Guinea,

· Mr. Abd Elmasih Malak, Chairperson Federation of Ethnic Communities Council Australia

· Mr. Kuranda Seyit, founder of the Forum of Australia’s Islamic Relations, 

· Overseas delegates, Mr. Hardev Singh Shergill, Secretary of Singh Sabha International and Editor of the Sikh Bulletin USA, 

· Professor of Sikhism Prof. Gurtej Singh from India and 

· Delegates from Newcastle, Canberra, Melbourne and Adelaide

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Sikhism is the fifth largest religion of the world and arguably the youngest. This year marks the 400th anniversary of the first installation of the holy Scriptures, the living Guru of the Sikhs – Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji by the Fifth Guru, Guru Arjan Dev Ji at Harmandir Sahib, commonly known as the Golden Temple, in Amritsar India. At this conference we will consider contemporary issues that affect Sikhs and Sikhism, particularly in Australia. We will address the challenges facing Sikhs and Sikhism. We will discuss the Identity of Sikhs, their latent energies, problems and issues concerning youth and women; Sikh Practices and the multi faith movement. We will identify issues and propose solutions. This conference, I believe, will help us to understand and retain our heritage in terms of language and beliefs in this multicultural country of Australia and help to promote interfaith harmony and tolerance All this would not have been possible without the hard work of some dedicated individuals and Sponsorship from the Community Relations Commission, Singh Sabha International, Sikh Mission Centre, Waheguru Simran Society and the patron of the Sikh Council of Australia Sardar J.S. Uppal. A big thank you to all of them. 

Sikhism teaches us humility and condemns ego. So in the true spirit of Sikhism Let us debate ideas. Let ideas clash with one another, not personalities. Let us challenge the idea But not the person. We are confident that you will keep an open mind and enjoy spiritual growth and development at the conference – today and tomorrow. 

To our interstate and overseas guests - welcome to our beautiful city of Sydney. Invited guests, delegates to the conference, Ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of the Sikh Council Of Australia and its members it is my pleasure to extend to you a sincere and warm welcome to this first World Sikh Conference in Australia.

Thank you!
